MINUTES, EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE LENOIR COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AT 9 A.M. ON 19 OCTOBER 2012 AT ELECTION HEADQUARTERS, 110-C S. HERRITAGE STREET, KINSTON, NC 

Present:  Secretary Oscar E. Herring, Board Member Kimberly B. Allison, Dana W. King, Elections Director, via cell/speaker phone
Absent: Chairman Sharon L. Kanter was tending to family matters.  (File: Word EMtg19Oct2012)

The Chairman of the Lenoir County Board of Elections was kept abreast of the problems encountered on the first day of the early voting.  The Secretary of the Board informed Mrs. Kanter that the board was holding an emergency meeting to discuss the problems that surfaced the previous day.  Mrs. Kanter directed the board to discuss these problems with the Elections Director to attest to the fact that all problems had been resolved. 

The supplies were delivered by the staff from Election Headquarters.  The supplies were received around midday on October 18th.  Listed items were missing from the supply boxes at one of the One Stop sites.
· no curbside signs, 
· no 50 feet electioneering sign,
· no 50 foot rope to measure the 50 foot distance, 
· no envelope for curbside ballots, 
· no name tags, 
· cell phone that was provided did not work and Chief Judge had to use her private phone,
· no pens and pencils.
· no Bible
The board directed Mrs. King to provide a Chief Judge notebook to the four One-Stop sites. 

The 50 foot violation was prevalent at each One-Stop sites and on October 18th the Board Secretary called the State Board of Elections Legal Counsel for guidance.  Mr. Wright recommended that NCGS 163-48 be given to each person violating the general statue and inform him/her that the board was not trying to restrict their activities outside the 50 foot buffer zone but they must not violate the 50 foot restriction.  Mr. Wright recommended that the board meet with the Chair of the Democratic Party to discuss the problem.  Kimberly B. Allison discussed the problems with the Chair of the Democratic Party.  In the event the violations continued Mr. Wright provided additional options for the board to take to resolve this problem.  Once these recommendations were enacted and the public was made aware of NCGS 163-48 the majority of the violations ceased.  There were few violations the next morning but board members Kimberly B. Allison and Oscar E. Herring visited the two One-Stop sites where there were complaints, addressed the violations and remained visible at said sites for the remainder of the day.  Herring shared with Allison the verbal complaint that he had received from Rick Wallace, a La Grange resident, regarding the 50 foot violations and wanted action taken by the board.  Herring recommended that he send a written complaint to the Chair of the Lenoir County Board of Elections.  On 19 October 2012, Mr. Wright, Legal Counsel for SBOE, called Herring, in response to a complaint from a Lenoir County citizen, regarding the numerous violations of the 50 foot restriction.  Herring informed him of what Lenoir County had done to stop the violations and Mr. Wright was satisfied with the actions taken by the board members.  Mr. Wright stated that the State Board of Elections would provide assistance if needed. 

Chairman Kanter stated that she had visited the Mc Lewean One-Stop site early on the 18th and requested that Oscar Herring visit the Mc Lewean One-Stop site.  Upon Herring’s arrival at the Mc Lewean site it was apparent that there was insufficient space to accommodate the voters.  Herring called the Kinston Department of Public Safety and requested that they visit the site and determine the maximum number of persons that could be in this voting site at one time.  The Kinston Department of Public Safety posted a CAPACITY SIGN OF NOT MORE THAN 50 PERSONS IN THE ROOM AT ONE TIME. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The One-Stop sites continued to call Election Headquarters because of inoperative iVotronic voting machines and the need for additional supplies.

The Chair of the Lenoir County Republican Party Jeff Nice met with the board and expressed his concerns regarding the 50 foot violations and the slow corrective action by the board. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. on a motion by Kimberly B. Allison, a second by Oscar E. Herring, and unanimous approval. 

These minutes were electronically approved by the board on 19 October 2012.

APPROVED: 


Sharon L. Kanter			Kimberly B. Allison			Oscar E. Herring
Chairman				Board Member				Secretary 

