Called Board meeting of the Lenoir County Board
10/29/13

Board Member Present:
Lucinda Minges Board Chair and Courtney Patterson Board Secretary

Others in attendance:  Dana W. King, Director, John Marks, Candidate, Vera Marks, Tharol Branch, Tharol Branch’s daughter, Wes Wolfe with the Free Press and a photographer from the Free Press. 

A special called meeting of the Lenoir County Board of Election was called to order at 4:00PM on October 29th 2013 for the purpose of discussing with John Marks, candidate for Mayor, of the City of Kinston to discuss the event leading to the arrest of his campaign manager, David Bell.  The Board also wanted to establish the relationship of David Bell with the John Marks for Mayor Campaign.
Board Chair Lucinda Minges opened the meeting by reading general statue 163-34 having to do with maintaining order at the voting place as directed by the State Board of Elections.
It was explained to candidate John Marks that there were several complaints from voters that they felt intimidated by David Bell’s activities at the polling place during early voting. That he had come to their cars as soon as they parked and tapped the windows, he actually used profanity as he approached people from the media, the Election Director and one of the board members. 
Because of these actions by David Bell the police was called on Thursday October 24th 2013.  Dana King, Election Director, in the presence of the police, ask David to leave the premises of the early voting site and not to return. On Monday October 28th 2013 David Bell returned and the police was called and he was arrested.
The board informed John Marks that his campaign needed to marry or divorce David Bell. To marry would mean to be responsible for his actions and to divorce would be that he was not a part of the John Marks for Mayor Campaign.   
John Marks inform the board that David Bell was a part of his campaign, in fact, serving as his campaign manager.  He went on to say that he could not control what another individual does, that he would talk to David Bell and that they have come too far for him to dismiss him now. He told David that he was not to return to the board of elections again after he was warned by the Election Director not to return. 
Candidate Marks with all certainty promised that we would not have these problems again.

APPROVED: 


Lucinda B. Minges		Courtney M. Patterson		Thomas A. Pharo
Chairman			Secretary				Member


Submitted by:  Courtney Patterson, Secretary
